Jessica Patrice Copeland
April 30, 1987 - October 29, 2023

On April 30, 1987, God sent an Angel to Earth, and to her parents, Gregory
and Anita Copeland,

and they named her Jessica Patrice. Jessica’s only sibling, Justin, was
overjoyed to have a

sister to complete their family. While her dad was serving in the U.S. Army, it
afforded Jessica

the opportunity to have exciting travel and fun experiences. Jessica lived in
North Carolina,

Alaska, Maryland, and Virginia. From those experiences, she developed a
desire to travel

abroad and an interest in other cultures. While living in Maryland, when she
was 6 years old, her

mother passed away from cancer. Shortly afterward, Jessica, her brother, and
dad relocated to

Portsmouth to be close to family. It was then that she became the bonus
daughter to her Aunt

Brenda and Uncle Otis and the best friend and sister to Lauren. She
transitioned into a

household filled with love and support but in a household where she
introduced them to a whole

new world about her likes, dislikes, and being unapologetically herself.
Jessica taught us how to



manage life from that time until the very end of her life. She taught the whole
family not to sweat

the small stuff, not to complain, how to accept the things we can't change, and
to be comfortable

with being ourselves. We learned how to appreciate gaming, anime, wrestling,
horror movies, a

love for animals, and how to be thrifty shoppers.

Jessica graduated from Western Branch High School. She participated in the
Marching Band

and traveled with them to Disney World to march in a parade. She was a
member of the Sign

Language Club, Art Club, Chinese Club, and she played the Violin. After
Western Branch, she

graduated from Tidewater Community College, where she earned an
Associate's Degree in

General Studies. After Tidewater Community College, she graduated from Old
Dominion

University with a Bachelor's Degree in Film Studies. Jessica is scheduled to
receive an

Associate's Degree in Digital Design from Tidewater Community College on
December 18,

2023. Her aunt and cousin will proudly participate in the commencement to
receive it for her.

Jessica was the kindest most courageous person we have ever known,;
always the same, calm.

She was an amazing artist with a creative mind. She spent hours creating
sketches and making

arts and crafts. She was a member of Grove Church, Grove Media Team, and
(HRBMP)

Hampton Roads Black Media Professionals. She designed the logo for the
Byron Burney’s



Community Journalism Academy, which is under the HRBMP organization.
She was blessed to

have that opportunity, and she took her assignment seriously. It was the
introduction into the

world that she wanted to be a part of.

She leaves to mourn her Father, Gregory Copeland; her brother, Justin
Copeland; Paternal Aunt

Anne Wilson (Junius); Maternal Aunt, Brenda Cannon; her cousin, Lauren
Cannon (Kelly); her

beloved fur baby Bayla; Great Aunt and God Mother, Bea Stevenson
(Crawford); friends, family,and church members.

HER FINAL SPOKEN WORDS: "I need to see happy faces; this is a part of
life with or without

cancer.”

HER PARTING GIFT: "Eye Tissue to the Eye Bank of Hampton Roads for
Research."

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to be made in memory of
Jessica Copeland to

the Hampton Roads Black Media Professionals, Inc. Donations will support
the organization’s

Byron Burney Community Journalism Academy (BBCJA), which Jessica
attended and

supported by designing its logo. The BBCJA engages the community through
teaching,

mentoring, and offering hands-on journalism experiences. Donations may be
sent via Cash App

to SHRBMP or mailed to P.O. Box 2622, Norfolk, VA 23501.



Cemetery Details

Greenlawn Memorial Gardens

3920 Airline Blvd
Chesapeake, VA

Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 7. 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

J.T. Fisher Funeral Services

1248 N. George Washington Hwy.
Chesapeake, VA 23323

(757) 487-3700
info@jtfisherfuneralservices.com
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com

Service

NOV 8. 11:00 AM (ET)

Grove Church

5910 W Norfolk Rd
Portsmouth, VA 23703
(757) 484-4149


mailto:info@jtfisherfuneralservices.com
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/

Tribute Wall

m J.T. Fisher Funeral Services created a Tribute Video in memory of
Jessica Patrice Copeland

J. T. Fisher Funeral Services - November 07, 2023 at 02:55 PM

m 51 files added to the album Memories Album

J. T. Fisher Funeral Services - November 08, 2023 at 09:50 AM

Stephany Powers purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Jessica Patrice
Copeland.

Stephany Powers - November 06, 2023 at 02:40 PM


https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

We're never really ready when a loved one !
leaves this world. We catch ourselves

recalling moments shared and favorite
stories. As time passes, you will laugh, cry, \*
sigh and somehow feel close to them again.

The Cannon family (Carolyn, Neil, Jhila, McKale, Derrick and
Lanaija) lift you up in prayer knowing that God will be with you.

Carolyn Hurdle Cannon - November 06, 2023 at 08:17 AM
Hampton Roads Black Media Professionals

purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Jessica Patrice Copeland.

Hampton Roads Black Media Professionals - November 05,
2023 at 01:50 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Jessica Patrice Copeland.

November 04, 2023 at 11:40 AM


https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

This sweet and kind young lady will be greatly
missed. Rest well Jessica.

You fought a good fight. Much love to the
family that prayed and encouraged her every
day. In her words Put On A Happy Face
Linda A. Harmon

Linda A. Harmon - November 02, 2023 at 12:10 PM



