
Harvey Leon Drake
March 28, 1940 - June 19, 2024

Harvey Leon Drake was born on March 28, 1940, in Portsmouth, VA to the
late Prime Leroy Drake and Ruth May Harper. He was affectionately called
Johnnie by his friends and family. 

 

Harvey was an I.C. Norcom High School graduate (Portsmouth, VA). After
high school, he enlisted in the United States Army. He enjoyed a successful
24 years, military career, retiring as a Sergeant 1st Class E-7. 

 

After retiring from the Army, Harvey worked with the United States Postal
Service as a Letter Carrier and retired after 18 years of service. After leaving
the postal service, Harvey became a security officer at the Norfolk Yacht and
Country Club and later retired in March of 2020. 

 

As a child, Harvey accepted Christ into his heart and grew up attending St.
John Baptist in Church, Portsmouth, VA. He rededicated his life in 2018. 

 

Harvey was described by many as a strong, yet quiet and reserved person
with wit and dedication always to his family and his profession. We all know
how he loved his Dallas Cowboys. 

 

Left to honor Harvey’s memory are his loving wife of 36 years, Verlene
Deberry Drake, his 3 children, Pamela D. Thompson (Dayne), Nadine D.



Hunter, Brian Jamar Campbell Sr.; 5 grandchildren, Charmae Drake, Wesley
Drake (Jazmine), Brian J. Campbell Jr., Gabriella E. Campbell, Isabella M.
Campbell. Greatly mourning his death are his loving and devoted sisters, Ruth
Edwards of Bloomfield, New Jersey and Patricia D. Lathan of Virginia Beach,
VA, his brother Carlton Drake (Paula), Virginia Beach, VA. He was also
preceded in death by his brother, Prime Leroy Drake Jr. 

 

Harvey is further survived by several nephews and nieces, special friends Mr.
Barnes and Ms. Alice Champ and a host of relatives and friends. 

 

Harvey’s life was a testament to love, kindness, and unwavering devotion to
family. His warm spirit and generous heart touched the lives of many, leaving
an indelible mark on all who knew him. As we remember Harvey “Johnnie”,
we celebrate a life well-lived, filled with cherished moments and lasting
memories. 

 

Harvey will be deeply missed but forever remembered in the hearts of those
who loved him.



Cemetery Details

Albert G Horton Jr. Veterans Memorial Cemetery

5310 Milner's Road
Suffolk, VA

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 30. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (ET)

J.T. Fisher Funeral Services
1248 N. George Washington Hwy.
Chesapeake, VA 23323
(757) 487-3700
info@jtfisherfuneralservices.com
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com

Service

JUL 1. 1:00 PM (ET)

Judah Sanctuary COGIC
1419 County Street
Portsmouth, VA

mailto:info@jtfisherfuneralservices.com
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/


Tribute Wall

J. T. Fisher Funeral Services - July 03, 2024 at 06:49 PM

J.T. Fisher Funeral Services created a Tribute Video in memory of
Harvey Leon Drake

J. T. Fisher Funeral Services - June 27, 2024 at 01:28 PM

10 files added to the album LifeTributes



AA

J. T. Fisher Funeral Services - June 27, 2024 at 11:04 AM

20 files added to the album LifeTributes

Arthur Alston - June 26, 2024 at 10:24 AM

I had the pleasure of of being introduced to Harvey about 40 years
ago. Over the years I have seen consistency, work ethic, and a love
for family that should be openly admired. 

  
Verlene I pray that the Lord continues to bless you and your family
while giving all of you his peace in these trying times. 

  
Sincerely, 

 Arthur & Family


