
Dr. George Allen Smith
September 16, 1942 - August 9, 2024

God sees when the footsteps falter, and the pathway has grown too steep.
Then he touches the weary eyelids, and gives His dear ones sleep. 

 

On the morning of Friday, August 9, 2024, our beloved Dr. George Allen
Smith, slipped away peacefully into eternal rest. 

 

He was born on September 16, 1942 in Portsmouth, Virginia, and was the
middle child of three children born to the late Benjamin and Rosa Catherine
Smith, who stressed to their children that education was the key to their
success. 

 

In his youth Dr. Smith began his Christian Walk at Ebenezer Baptist Church
where he married Alma Randall Smith in 1966. Their union was blessed with
one son, Gervan Allen Smith, and Dr. Smith had one daughter, Sylvia Smith
Jones. 

 

Dr. Smith received his formal education in the Portsmouth Public School
system, graduating from I.C. Norcom High School in 1961. He matriculated at
Norfolk State College (now University) for three years prior to being drafted
into the U.S. Army. After basic training, he was selected for Officer Candidate
School and accordingly commissioned as a second lieutenant in the U.S.
Army. After serving in Vietnam as a Field Artillery Officer, he completed his



military service with the U.S. Army. Afterwards, Dr. Smith returned to Norfolk
State and completed his Bachelor of Science degree in Biology in 1972. 

 

Dr. Smith obtained his Doctor of Dental Surgery from the University of
Michigan in 1977. After graduating from dental school, Dr. Smith established
and operated a private dental practice in Portsmouth for several years.
Subsequently, he joined the United States Public Health Service (USPHS) as
a commissioned officer. During his tenure with the USPHS, he was the Chief
Dentist of the North Carolina Region of the U.S. for the Federal Bureau of
Prisons where he was one of the top innovators of correctional dentistry in the
U.S. When he retired from the Public Health Service in 1995 as a Navy
Captain, he had served a total of 32 years as a commissioned officer in the
Uniformed Services. He was later inducted into the U.S. Army Field Artillery
OCS Hall of Fame in Lawton, OK. 

 

Moreover, Dr. Smith furthered his career at the Virginia Department of
Corrections as Chief Dental Director until his retirement in 2015. 

 

Dr. Smith was an avid reader, educator, and mentor. His favorite pastimes
were playing cards, crabbing, and golfing. He had an outgoing personality,
and a genuine love for not only his family but all mankind. He enjoyed
entertaining in his home and welcomed family and friends at any time of day
or night. He took great delight in having his guests partake of Alma’s great
culinary dishes. 

 

Dr. Smith held many leadership positions in fraternal and community
organizations including past president of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Epsilon
Nu Lambda Chapter. Additionally, he was a member of Beta Lambda Boule,
Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, and the Eureka Club of Portsmouth, Inc. He held
membership in the National Dental Association, the Academy of General
Dentistry, Old Dominion Dental Society, John McGriff Dental Society,



American Legion, and the NAACP. 
 

Leaving to cherish his memory are his devoted wife of 57 years, Alma Randall
Smith; son, Gervan Allen Smith (Heather); daughter, Sylvia Smith Jones;
three grandchildren, James Jones III, Jacquilyn Jones, and Garrett Allen
Smith; brother, Benjamin Smith, Jr. (Angela); sister, Barbara Williams; sister-
in-law, Eunice Randall Crocker; two brothers-in-law, Clifton Crocker and
Melvin Randall; and a host of nephews, nieces, cousins, neighbors, and
friends.



Cemetery Details

Albert G Horton Jr. Veterans Memorial Cemetery

5310 Milner's Road
Suffolk, VA

Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 22. 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

J.T. Fisher Funeral Services
1248 N. George Washington Hwy.
Chesapeake, VA 23323
(757) 487-3700
info@jtfisherfuneralservices.com
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com

Service

AUG 23. 11:00 AM (ET)

J. T. Fisher Funeral Services Chapel
1248 N. George Washington Hwy
Chesapeake, VA

mailto:info@jtfisherfuneralservices.com
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/
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Dr. Adam K. Wyatt - September 04, 2024 at 06:42 AM

I am deeply saddened by the recent notification of Dr. Smith’s
passing. As my predecessor into the Virginia Department of
Corrections Health Services Unit, he was a welcoming mentor
towards correctional service and making my career within the
agency successfully. My interactions with him were always kind and
thoughtful, may he rest in peace. He will be missed by his former
colleagues and peers. The Smith family remains in our thoughts and
prayers. 

  
Dr. Adam K. Wyatt

J. T. Fisher Funeral Services - August 23, 2024 at 12:10 PM

1 file added to the album Life Celebration Service

August 21, 2024 at 12:00 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Dr. George Allen Smith.

https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Hugo A. Owens, Jr. - August 21, 2024 at 12:00 PM

Hugo A. Owens, Jr. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of George Allen
Smith.

J. T. Fisher Funeral Services - August 21, 2024 at 08:54 AM

29 files added to the album LifeTributes

Evelyn B Smith - August 20, 2024 at 04:53 PM

Evelyn B Smith lit a candle in memory of
George Allen Smith
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AS

Emma Trotman - August 20, 2024 at 04:08 PM

Emma Trotman purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of Dr. George Allen Smith.

August 19, 2024 at 03:36 PM

Fall Fantasia was purchased for the family of Dr.
George Allen Smith.

AS - August 16, 2024 at 01:12 PM

AS sent a virtual gift in memory of George Allen
Smith

https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1495&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jtfisherfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1495&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

